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What is AustLit?
AustLit aims to be the definitive 
information and education resource  
for Australian literary, print, and  
narrative culture.

How can AustLit inform my 
teaching practice? 
If you’re teaching Australian literature at a 
high-school level, AustLit is an excellent 
source of biographical and (particularly) 
bibliographical information on Australian 
texts included in high-school syllabi. From 
any one of our work records, you can 
find links to secondary resources, library 
holdings and information on the work’s 
subjects and setting.

How do I use AustLit?
The advanced search page gives you 
even more control over your access to the 
database’s contents. Using our advanced 
search function, you can perform targeted 
searches, searching for authors by 
gender, birth date, or cultural heritage, and 
searching for works by genre, publication 
date, or language; or a combination of 
both. AustLit allows you to map your 
route through the vast landscape of 
Australian writing. One of the great things 
about AustLit is its capacity to find, for 
example, crime novels by women born 
in Melbourne/Brisbane/Sydney/NSW, set 
in a particular area or about a particular 
subject. The combo bio-bibliographical 
searching is important.

Teaching Australian stories 
in high school?

Case Study
Jane Harrison’s Rainbow’s End 
is on the syllabus this year, but 
your students don’t have much 
experience with dramatic works 
by Indigenous filmmakers or 
dramatists. So, you come to 
AustLit to quickly compile a list 
of film and television programs 
by Indigenous writers. Using 
AustLit’s advanced search page, 
you look for a list of film and 
television made by people with 
Aboriginal heritage, (250+ works). 
This is more than you need in the 
classroom, but, fortunately, you 
can filter them by genre without 
even leaving the results page. 
From here, you can look at the 
options for young adult fiction (and 
find Double Trouble), or historical 
fiction (Women of the Sun and My 
Place), or by crime (Heartland.) 
You can even see at a glance 
which works are available to view 
online. One search on AustLit, 
and your students have a much 
richer understanding of the history 
of Indigenous representation and 
self-representation on Australian 
screen.

Need information on Australian literature, film and drama or cultural studies?

What else can I find on AustLit?
On AustLit, you will find records for over 
900,000 works and more than 150,000 
authors and organisations. These records 
include bibliographical or biographical 
details; information on genres, subjects, 
settings; lists of ‘works about’; links to 
related works and people; and other  
rich material. 

The AustLit database records over 
13,800 works published by Australian 
writers last year, including over 900 
novels, over 400 picture books, and 
over 240 autobiographies – that’s  
quite the body of work for a relatively 
small population!

What are AustLit datasets? 
Explore a range of AustLit datasets, 
which collect together various forms or 
genres of writing, including BlackWords, 
Climate Change in Australian Narratives, 
World War I in Australian Literary Culture, 
Asian-Australian Children’s Literature 
and Publishing, Australian Multiculturism, 
Asylum Seeker narratives and much more. 

If you’re teaching Australian literature at a secondary school level, then AustLit is your go-to resource 
for both primary and secondary sources. Ask your librarian how to get the most out of AustLit!
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